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2012 Legislative Session Wrap Up

The 430th session of  the Mary land General Assembly  ended the

night of  April 9th with numerous clean energy  and energy

ef f iciency  v ictories f or Mary land - and one signif icant setback. 

Gov ernor O’Malley ’s top energy  priority, the Mary land Of f shore

Wind Act, passed the House of  Delegates with an ov erwhelming

v ote of  88-41, y et lacked suf f icient support to adv ance in the

Senate Finance Committee.  On sev eral other f ronts, howev er,

energy  bills that ref lect Mary land’s commitment to its leadership

in the clean energy  arena were enacted with MEA support.

MEA Budget:  For the f if th consecutiv e f iscal y ear, MEA will

not receiv e any  general rev enues f rom state taxes f or f iscal

y ear 2013 and instead will rely  entirely  on “special f unds,” such

as f ederal grants and the proceeds f rom the sale of  carbon

allowances under the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiativ e.  As

expected with the expiration of  the American Recov ery  and

Reinv estment Act and declining RGGI auction proceeds,

Gov ernor O’Malley  proposed an MEA budget that was almost

40% less than the prior y ear.  The General Assembly

understood the state’s commitment to clean energy

dev elopment in Mary land and approv ed Gov ernor O’Malley ’s FY

2013 budget without any  signif icant changes.  Howev er,

because of  the f ailure of  the General Assembly  to act upon the

rev enue bills associated with the FY 2013 budget’s passage,

questions remain regarding the f uture of  the 2013 budget.

In addition to support f or MEA’s budget, the General Assembly

allocated $25 million f or energy  ef f iciency  upgrades or

renewables in new and/or renov ated schools in Mary land.  MEA

also won approv al to start using a portion of  the f unds f rom the

recent Constellation/Exelon merger to begin the geotechnical

and geophy sical exploration of  the outer continental shelf  to

adv ance f uture of f shore wind dev elopment.
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Below is a summary of the bills of interest that were supported

by MEA and passed the General Assembly:

SB 791/HB 1197: RPS – Solar Energy and Solar Water

Heating Standard:  This bill modif ies the solar ramp up

schedule and will accelerate 10,000 jobs and $3 billion in

inv estment in this growing market.  Ov erall, the proposed total

solar share of  the RPS remains at 2% in 2022; howev er, f or

each y ear between 2013 and 2021, the percentage of  energy

deriv ed f rom solar sources is increased.  This modif ication will

allow f or smooth and consistent growth throughout the ramp up

y ears.  The bill was strongly  supported by  MEA and passed with

ov erwhelming support in the General Assembly.For more

inf ormation on MEA’s solar programs, please v isit the solar page

of  MEA's website.    

SB 652/HB 1186: RPS – Renewable Energy Credits –

Geothermal Heating and Cooling:  This bill alters the

def inition of  Tier 1 renewable resources, as def ined in

Mary land’s Renewable Energy  Portf olio Standard, which includes

energy  generated f rom thermal energy  av oided by  the use of

geothermal heating and cooling sy stems. To be eligible f or

inclusion in the RPS and theref ore accrue renewable energy

credits, a geothermal sy stem must meet or exceed current

Energy  Star standards, replace an inef f icient sy stem whose

primary  f uel is electricity  or non-natural gas, and does not f eed

electricity  back into the grid. For more inf ormation on MEA’s

geothermal program, please v isit the geothermal page of  MEA's

website.

SB 998/HB 1279: MVA – Plug-in Vehicles- Disclosure of

Personal Information:  This bill requires the MVA to disclose to

electric companies inf ormation regarding residences with electric

v ehicles.  It specif ies that inf ormation disclosed may  only

include a description of  the plug-in v ehicle and the address of

the owner. The inf ormation may  be used f or reliability  planning

only. For example, if  a neighborhood has an abundance of

electric v ehicles, a utility  would be alerted to make

inf rastructure improv ements to assure that adequate power

supplies are av ailable. To f ind out more about MEA’s clean

transportation program and to f ind an electric v ehicle charging

station near y ou, please v isit the transportation section of

MEA’s website.

SB 997/HB 1280: Public Utilities – Electric Vehicle Users

and Charging Stations- Exclusions:  This bill alters the

def inition of  “electricity  supplier” and “public serv ice company ”

to clarif y  that electric v ehicle charging stations, electric v ehicle

supply  equipment, and charging station serv ice companies are

not entities that are like power plants or transmission lines.  It

With of f shore wind gone,

Assembly  pushes energy

f rom manure - The Baltimore

Sun
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also modif ies the def inition of  “retail electric customer” to

include electric v ehicle charging stations, electric v ehicle supply

equipment, charging station serv ice companies, and driv ers

using an electric v ehicle charging station. To f ind out more about

MEA’s clean transportation program and to f ind an electric

v ehicle charging station near y ou, please v isit the transportation

section of  MEA’s website.

SB 1004: Thermal Biomass Energy:  There are generally  two

way s to produce energy  with a thermal biomass sy stem:

directly  burning the biomass f or f uel (thermochemical) or

anaerobic digestion to conv ert waste solids to methane, which

can then be burned to produce thermal energy. This bill def ines

energy  f rom thermochemical and anaerobic digestion thermal

biomass sy stems as a Tier 1 renewable source and as eligible

f or inclusion in meeting RPS. Owners of  eligible sy stems in

Mary land may  receiv e RECs f or the amount of  energy

generated by  the sy stem, conv erted f rom BTUs to kilowatt-

hours. Visit MEA’s website and learn more about MEA’s biomass

program.

Other legislation supported by MEA, but not enacted:

HB 441/SB 237: Offshore Wind Act of 2012:  Of f shore wind is

Mary land’s most abundant renewable resource, with the potential

to supply  an estimated 70% of  Mary land’s electricity  needs. 

This bill would hav e specif ied that an amount set by  the Public

Serv ice Commission (PSC), not to exceed 2.5% of  RPS, be

deriv ed f rom of f shore wind energy  each y ear beginning in 2017.

House Bill 441 would hav e established a project of

approximately  200 megawatts and would hav e included a window

of  maximum rate impacts f or both residential and nonresidential

electric customers of  $1.50 per month f or an av erage residential

customer, and 1.5% f or a nonresidential customer. An of f shore

wind generator of  a size consistent with the rate-cost caps in the

bill would hav e had the potential to produce up to 8.5% annually

of  the Tier 1 RECs necessary  f or RPS compliance (known as

ORECS).  The bill passed the House but was not v oted out of

the Senate Finance Committee. Visit MEA’s website and learn

more about of f shore wind in Mary land.

SB 968/HB 1331: Residential Property Sales – Disclosure of

Utility Consumption:  Although annual energy  costs are

ty pically  a larger expense than either property  taxes or

insurance, many  buy ers don’t think to ask whether their

prospectiv e new home is more like a Hummer or a Prius. This

bill would hav e required a seller of  a single-f amily  home to

prov ide prospectiv e buy ers with inf ormation about utility

consumption at the time of  listing or open house of  the

property.  Versions of  the bill passed both houses but a

conf erence committee, to reconcile the dif f erences between the
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two bills, f ailed to meet prior to the end of  session. Read more

about the Senate sponsored bill and the House sponsored bill.

Smart Energy Investment Map Now

Online

Ev er wonder how many  wind installations there are in y our

neighborhood? Want to f ind electric v ehicle charging stations?

Visit MEA’s interactiv e Smart Energy  Inv estment Map, and tour

MEA’s renewable and energy  ef f iciency  inv estments in

Mary land.

Electric Vehicle
Charging Station
Startup Powers
Maryland then
Goes National
In partnership with the

Baltimore Electric Vehicle

Initiativ e (BEVI),

SemaConnect was one of

sev eral v endors contracted

to supply  60 charging

stations across Mary land.

Part of  the Mary land Energy

Administration’s Electric

Vehicle Initiativ e Program

Low Cost Energy
Efficiency Loans
Available
Want to cut y our

organization's energy  bill but

don't think y ou can af f ord to

upgrade y our f acility ? MEA

has low cost loans av ailable

that would sav e most

f acilities ov er 20%, which

ensure that the monthly

sav ings exceed the loan

repay ments. Eligible

organizations include
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(EVIP), the award helped

SemaConnect accelerate its

dev elopment and

certif ication, and prov ided

the impetus it needed to

grow. Read more...

non-prof it organizations,

local gov ernments and

businesses interested in

energy  ef f iciency  and

conserv ation improv ements.

To learn more, please v isit

the Lawton Loan Program.
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